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do not understand, and hatred is the child of fear. That is
why so many of us resort to brute force when the Bolshevist
challenge is heard Hate breeds hate. Terror breeds terror.
The itinerant I. \V W. agitator talks loudly of revolution of
force, threatens the overthrow and destruction of the State and
the institutions upon which modern social life is based. He
preaches to men who are, or feel themselves to be, the victims
of injustice, the desperate gospel that freedom and justice can
be had by uniting to discredit, defy and destroy the existing
social order Reckless, he gives approval and assent to all
means of revolt and destruction, and scoffs at the "bourgeois
idealism" of observing the disciplines and restiaints of law

and morality.

*   *   *

Wherever Bolshevism presents itself it is the product and
counterpart of despotism and oppression Extremes meet be-
cause they are natural affinities The black terrorism of the
Czars brought about the red terrorism of the Bolsheviki The
only substantial difference between Bolshevism and Czarism is
that whereas the latter represented autocracy and tyranny from
the top, exerting its pressure downward, the former represents
autocracy and tyranny at the bottom, exerting its pressure up-
ward. If there is any lesson at all for our guidance in the
tragic and sinister drama of Bolshevism, it is that it flourishes
best in the soil of oppressive and unjust political conditions
and finds least congenial the soil of political and economic
democracy, freedom and equality of opportunity.

The sympathy with Bolshevist theories and practices mani-
fested by some of our intellectual romanticists and parlor revo-
lutionists merits no serious attention, except in so far as it is
shared by a not inconsiderable and increasing number of wage-
earners It is here that the danger lies, And the danger is far
greater than is generally recognized, E\en our alarmist dem-
agogues appear to have no clear idea of the extent to which
the wage-earners of America believe in Bolshevism and the
Bolsheviki. During the winter it was my privilege to lecture
on Bolshevism to large audiences in many cities, and the man-
ner in which the Bolsheviki found ready defenders, and the
enthusiastic applause which greeted every such defender of
the Bolshevist regime was a revelation. In more than one large
city it has been apparent to me that of an audience of several
hundred people, more than half were so favorably inclined to